
    

  
  

  



 

Brussels, 08th December 2022.  

 

Since 2009, European Best Destinations, www.europeanbestdestinations.com has been promoting culture and tourism in Europe 

to millions of travellers but also to tourism professionals and the media.  

 

 

 

European Best Destinations (EBD) works in partnership with more than 350 European tourist offices as well as the Eden network 

(Sustainable Destinations Awarded by the European Commission). EBD aims to promote the diversity of tourism in Europe and to 

enable sustainable development of tourism, in particular by highlighting the strengths and riches of European destinations 

throughout the year.  

 

http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/


Thanks to your trust and cooperation, European Best Destinations is, for the tenth year in a row, the most visited website 

dedicated to travel in Europe. 

 

Like every year, thousands of travellers voted online between November 25 and December 8, for their favourite Christmas markets 

in Europe. 374,803 travellers from 179 countries in the world have been voting this year when they were 173.620 voters in 2021  

(+ 215% of voters) showing a real interest in European Christmas markets this year.  

 

The majority of travellers who voted are from: 

- United Kingdom (32.82%) 

- United States (13.32%) 

- Netherlands (4.97%) 

- Ireland (4.67%) 

- Germany (3.99%). 

 

The 20 Christmas Markets selected (among a first list of 100 Christmas Destinations) are not only alleys of chalets; they are cultural 

and artistic events with concerts, creative workshops, Christmas Lights, Fireworks, Shows, Ice rink, they are committed to 

sustainability and are offering local food and artisanal products. 

 

Discover the 20 destinations, selected from an offer of 100 Christmas markets in Europe, that travellers have placed at the top of 

their ranking of Best Christmas Market in Europe 2022-2023. 

 

Like every year the competition was fierce with only 14 days of online votes from 25th November to 8th December to determine the 

ranking of the best Christmas Markets in Europe that will be promoted throughout the year to millions of travellers and will 

be able to display the title "Best European Christmas Markets".  



21 “must-see” Christmas Markets in competition to win the prestigious title of Best Christmas Market in Europe:  

Asti-Govone, Bruges, Brussels, Budapest, Bratislava, Craiova, Dresden, Edinburgh, Essen, Gdansk, Madeira, Madrid, Manchester, 

Montbéliard, Prague, Rothenburg, Salzburg, Tallinn, Trier, Valkenburg, Vienna. 

 

Discover the 20 Christmas markets chosen by travellers for the title of "European Best Christmas Markets in Europe". 

Congratulations to the tourism professionals, tourist offices, event organizers, media, who make these events possible. 

 

 

 

HERE ARE SOME  

IMPORTANT FIGURES:  
 

● The voting page has been shared + 206,000 times on social networks. 

● The rewarded destinations have increased tourist numbers from + 18% to + 41%. 

● The top-ranked Destinations will be promoted to millions of travellers around the world on Europe's leading tourism site. 

 

● Votes were cast from 179 countries around the world. 

● The destination that wins first place in this competition wins the title for the third time (like Strasbourg and Zagreb), 

an absolute record. 

● The three most voted destinations on the podium are, in exact order, the three favourite destinations of British and American 

travellers for a Christmas in Europe. 

 



● Gdansk is the Polish destination with the highest number of votes (48,021 votes) since the creation of this competition 

of the Best Christmas Markets in Europe. It also wins the title of best Christmas market in Poland. 

● Advent Feast at the Basilica - Budapest, out of 12 editions of this competition, counts the voting record, ahead of Strasbourg 

with 51,253 votes. 

● Craiova is the most voted Romanian destination (41,884 votes) since the creation of this Christmas Market competition. 

It is also one of the destinations with the highest number of illuminations in the competition. 

 

● Montbéliard is the most voted French Christmas Market (32,011 votes) and wins the title of Best Christmas Market in 

France. Montbéliard also ranks fifth in this competition for the second consecutive year. 

● Essen is in the top 5 favourite Christmas markets for American travellers and the Best Christmas Market in Germany ahead 

of Dresden and Rothenburg. 

● Valkenburg is the only destination offering a Christmas market with a parade and an underground Christmas market, 

it is ranked in your top 10 of the most beautiful Christmas markets in Europe and wins the title of the most beautiful Christmas 

market in the Netherlands. 

 

● Edinburgh is the most voted Christmas Market in the UK (7,981 votes) ahead of Manchester ( 5,021 votes). 

● Asti-Govone (17,154 votes)   wins a place this year in this competition as well as the title of Best Christmas Market in Italy. 

● Madeira (19,718 votes)  is among the top 10 Christmas markets in Europe and number one among the Best Sunny Christmas 

Markets in Europe and Best New Year's Eve Destination in Europe.  

 

● For its first participation, Madrid ranks in the top 10 favourite Christmas markets for travellers (12,211 votes). 

● 54% of voters are women, 86% of voters have voted on their smartphone. 

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-markets-in-poland/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-in-france/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-in-france/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-in-germany/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-markets-in-the-netherlands/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-markets-in-the-netherlands/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-in-the-united-kingdom/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/christmas-markets-in-italy/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/best-sunny-christmas-destinations-in-europe/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/best-sunny-christmas-destinations-in-europe/
https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/top/best-destinations-to-celebrate-new-year-s-eve-in-europe/


● Zagreb and Strasbourg (both three times awarded) were not in the competition this year but are still among the favourite 

Christmas destinations for travellers. Zagreb is the only destination awarded three times in a row the title of Best Christmas 

Market in Europe. This year is the return to the magical offer that made it the very best in Europe three years in a row. 

 

● Tallinn, voted European Best Christmas Market in 2019, has become the most Googled Christmas Market by UK travellers 

(traveldailynews.com).  

 

● In order to promote a wide variety of Christmas markets in Europe, new Christmas markets have been selected this year: 

Madrid, Essen, Salzburg, Bratislava, Gdansk.  

 

 

● Thanks to this recognition Zagreb has experienced a growth of tourist attendance (+ 41%), media benefits of around 10 million 

euros. Budapest and Basel as well as Craiova, Montbeliard, Essen, Madeira, Asti-Govone, Valkenburg, Dresden, have 

experienced record years in terms of attendance as well. 

● The voting and result page https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/ is ranked first on Google, about 

"Christmas Markets in Europe" giving a massive visibility to the awarded destinations throughout the year.  

● As a reminder, the voting page has been shared already + 206,000 times on social networks in 14 days.  

 

 

Who will succeed Zagreb (3 wins), Strasbourg (3 wins), Basel (1 win), Tallinn (1 win) and Budapest (2 wins)?  

Discover the 20 best Christmas markets in Europe that will be promoted throughout the year to millions of travellers. 

 

  

https://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/christmas-markets/


 

20. SALZBURG, AUSTRIA 

On the 20th position, with 1,915 votes, SALZBURG was voted among the 20 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

19. ROTHENBURG, GERMANY  

On the 19th position, with 3,863 votes, Rothenburg was voted among the 

20 best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

18. BRUGES, BELGIUM  

On the 18th position, with 5,014 votes, Bruges was voted among the 20 best 

Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

17. MANCHESTER, UNITED KINGDOM  

On the 17th position, with 5,021 votes, Manchester was voted among the 

20 best Christmas markets in Europe! 

 



 

16. DRESDEN, GERMANY 

On the 16th position, with 5,673 votes, Dresden was voted among the 20 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

On the 15th position, with 2,084 votes, Chamonix-Mont-Blanc was voted 

among the 15 best ski resorts in Europe! 

15. PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC 

On the 15th position, with 6,424 votes, Prague was voted among the 15 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 

 



 

14. TALLINN, ESTONIA  

On the 14th position, with 7,045 votes, Tallinn was voted among the 15 best 

Christmas markets in Europe! 

 



 

13. EDINBURGH, UNITED KINGDOM  

On the 13th position, with 7,981 votes, Edinburgh was voted among the 15 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 

 



 

12. TRIER, GERMANY  

On the 12th position, with 7,986 votes, Trier was voted among the 15 best 

Christmas markets in Europe! 

 



 

11. BRUSSELS, BELGIUM 

On the 11th position, with 8,084 votes, Brussels was voted among the 15 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

10. MADRID, SPAIN 

On the 10th position, with 12,211 votes, Madrid was voted among the 10 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

9. ASTI-GOVONE, ITALY 

On the 9th position, with 17,154 votes, Asti-Govone was voted among the 

10 best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

8. MADEIRA, PORTUGAL  

On the 8th position, with 19,718 votes, Madeira was voted among the 10 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

7. VALKENBURG, THE NETHERLANDS  

On the 7th position, with 22,084 votes, Valkenburg was voted among the 10 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

6. ESSEN, GERMANY  

On the 6th position, with 30,744 votes, Essen was voted among the 10 best 

Christmas markets in Europe! 

 



  

5. MONTBELIARD, FRANCE 

On the 5th position, with 32,011 votes, Montbeliard was voted among the 5 

best Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

4. VIENNA, AUSTRIA 

On the 4th position, with 40,717 votes, Vienna was voted among the 5 best 

Christmas markets in Europe! 



 

3. CRAIOVA, ROMANIA 

On the 3rd position, with 41,884 votes, Craiova was voted among the 3 best 

Christmas markets in Europe! 

 



 

2. GDANSK, POLAND 

On the 2nd position, with 48,021 votes, Gdansk was voted among the 3 best 

Christmas markets in Europe! 



  

1. BUDAPEST, HUNGARY 
On the 1st position, with 51,253 votes, Advent Feast Basilica - Budapest 

elected European Best Christmas Market 2022-2023! CONGRATULATIONS! 



RESULTS 

    
  1. Budapest 

  2. Gdansk 

  3. Craiova 

  4. Vienna 

  5. Montbeliard 

  6. Essen 

  7. Valkenburg 

  8. Madeira 

  9. Asti - Govone 

10. Madrid 

11. Brussels 

12. Trier 

13. Edinburgh 

14. Tallinn 

15. Prague 

16. Dresden 

17. Manchester 

18. Bruges 

19. Rothenburg 

20. Salzburg 
 

 

51253

48021

41884

40717
32011

30744

22084

19718

17154

12211

8084

7986

7981
7045

6424
56735021501438631915



BENEFITS 
 

The 2022-2023 best Christmas Market will be authorized to use the title and affix the "European Best Christmas Market” logo on all 

its communications, adverts, website and photos; it will also have the right to authorize its own public and private partners to use 

the logo.    

 

 

The Christmas Markets in our Top 20 can also use the logo by indicating that they have been chosen as one of the best Christmas 

Markets in Europe; we will share their news, photos and videos on our website to + 6 million travellers and via our social networks 

too throughout the year.  

 

 

 

 



USE OF LOGO  

EUROPEAN BEST DESTINATIONS  

 

Budapest, Porto, Bordeaux, Lisbon, Ljubljana (European Best Destinations 2009-2022 winners), Strasbourg, Zagreb, Basel, Tallinn, 

Advent Feast at the Basilica (European Best Christmas Market winners) have integrated the logo into their website, videos, paper 

communications (city maps, brochures, flags…) and communicated it to tourism professionals (hotels, airport, airlines) who all 

proudly feature the logo on their websites.  

As an awarded Christmas Market of this top 20 you can already download your logo on:   

 

www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/  

 

 
 

 

http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about
http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/
http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/
http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/


            



SUBSTANTIAL  

MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

 

The election of the European Best destinations receives substantial coverage right across all the various media in Europe. The main 

national newspapers, specialist press, blogs, specialized sites, television and social networks etc… ensure that the winning city and 

the other top destinations are fully covered (1,082 press articles for the competition “European Best Destination 2022” and + 90 

million media coverage for our members destinations since 2009). 

 

This election generates a great deal of interest for various reasons. First of all it gives European travellers a voice by casting their 

vote. Secondly, it is organized by an independent travel website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE AWARD "EUROPEAN BEST DESTINATION" ESTIMATED AT 10 MILLION EUROS 

ACCORDING TO AN INDEPENDENT STUDY OF THE MULTINATIONAL "CISION" (IN TERMS 

OF MEDIA COVERAGE). 
 







 







 



 



THEY ARE TALKING  

ABOUT US 

 

Ms Angel Munoz, Mayor of  Marbella:  
  

“The impact of this recognition is massive. In 2 months we have already reached more than 920 million 

readers, a campaign worth approximately 2.3 million euros”  
 

 
 

Mr Nicolas Martin, Executive Director Bordeaux Tourism: 

 

”The year was exceptional in terms of tourism growth with an increase of 10.7% in international 

arrivals in Bordeaux Merignac Airport (source GDS / Forward Keys) or of 12.26% in hotels progression 

of Revenue per room (RevPar) for all categories (source MKG). Most nationalities are increasing, 

especially this year European travellers (British, Spanish, German, Swiss, Belgian, Italian ...). It is 

undeniable that the fact of being elected European Best Destination 2015 has contributed to this result, 

press fallouts after winning this title have been global and massive“. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Laurent Belot, Deputy Mayor in charge of Tourism, Dinant:  

 

 

“We are very grateful for the very positive dynamic in which European Best Destinations 

has put our beautiful city. We reached the 12th position, and we can say that the visibility 

and growth of visitors is not only for the 1st destination but also for the others. With 

an increase of almost 30% in tourist attendance and the diversification of nationalities, 

this operation has greatly contributed to a new tourist boost for our destination.” 
 

Mr Ante Galic – Zadar Tourist Board:   

                                              

"The year that we have been awarded "European Best Destination" we have had a record growth 

of +13% in overnight stays, when our yearly growth for many decades was of 6%. During this 

special year we reached a new administrative record of 447,925 arrivals and 1,721,928 overnight 

stays".  

 

 

 

Mr Emmanuel Fromm, Colmar Tourist Board:   

                                              

"Our collaboration with European Best Destinations has undeniably brought us an excellent 

complement of visibility and notoriety. EBD is one of the few organizations whose credibility is 

systematically repeated many times by the media as soon as our destination is quoted.. We hope 

to be able to count on their support for a long time!".  
 



OUR  

ACTIONS 

 

European Best Destinations is a travel website based in Brussels and developed to promote culture and tourism in Europe. In 

partnership with the participating tourism offices and the EDEN Network we promote a better understanding of the wealth, diversity 

and quality of European destinations. 



Thanks to an excellent communication with an audience of e-citizens, European Best Destinations plays an important role in 

promoting Europe as the number one destination in the world. It has become the meeting place for tourism offices and world 

travellers, a main gateway to the discovery of Europe. 

 

Since 2009 EBD has been working with major tourism offices in Europe to reward and highlight the most visited destinations via its 

website and social networks (+6 million visitors and thousands of followers on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and +90,000,000 euros 

of media coverage). 

 

We carry out the main tourism competitions in Europe and have been working with the EDEN Network (Sustainable destinations 

awarded by the European Commission) for the promotion of sustainable tourism for 7 years. 90 EDEN-labelled destinations are 

promoted on the EBD website as well as + 350 EU destinations from Aachen to Zagreb. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DOWNLOAD THE OFFICIAL LOGOS 

AND SPREAD THE WORD! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/#christmas  

http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/#christmas
http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/about-1/download/#christmas


CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

 

Our warmest congratulations to the winner and all the participating destinations that will be promoted throughout the year to 

millions of travellers on all our networks. 

 

Those involved in these events were strongly affected by the health crisis and our special thoughts go to them all. This 2022 edition 

was especially organized for them.  This record of votes (+215%) and +200,000 shares of the voting page on social networks as well 

as record attendance figures for the selected Christmas markets show a renewed interest of travellers for these events organized 

by enthusiasts, tourism professionals who participate in the cultural and tourist influence of Europe. 

 

 

CONTACT US 

 

press@europeanbestdestinations.com 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

www.europeanbestdestinations.com  

mailto:press@europeanbestdestinations.com
http://www.europeanbestdestinations.com/

